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SEPTEMBER 2018

WELCOME BACK MESSAGE FROM
PRINCIPAL MAGDA ROMERO
I am excited to welcome our Cummings students and families to the 2018-19
school year! I look forward to connecting with students and families. I would
like to extend a warm welcome to those of you who, like me, are new to Cummings Elementary. Please feel free to call or email me with any questions,
comments or concerns.
Our cafeteria opens at 8:55 a.m. for breakfast, with classrooms open
to students at 9:10. School begins promptly at 9:25. Although we know kids
are excited about coming back to school, for safety reasons, please do not
have your child(ren) arrive any earlier than those times, as there isn’t any supervision. We do not allow students on the playground before school for that
reason, as well. We want to be certain, as we know you would, that all students are supervised and cared for at all times. Supervision is not available
until 9 a.m.
Please note: if you are dropping off or picking up your child, we request that
you pull into the school parking lot to do so. Dropping off and picking up
students on Cummings interferes with bus traffic and is not allowed. Students who walk to school are required to use crosswalks and should follow the
crossing guard’s direction when crossing. It is a good idea to emphasize this
with your children from the very first day and to set a good example for them
by following these rules yourself. Student safety is a priority!
You are always welcome to come into the building with your child in the morning, but do understand that for the safety of all children, we require any adult
entering the building to sign in and present some form of picture identification.
Students are all asked to go to the cafeteria once they arrive in the building,
where they can eat breakfast and visit with classmates until the first bell rings
at 9:10. At that time, all students will be released to go to their classrooms.
Kindergarten parents may accompany their child to the classroom door. We
ask all other parents to say goodbye to your child at the entrance to the hallway going to the classrooms. Parents are asked not to go into classrooms with
their children in the mornings. I’m sure you can appreciate that when the bell
rings, teachers need to have 100% of their attention focused on greeting students and getting started with their very busy day. If you need to get a message to a teacher in the morning, you may send a note or an e-mail, or stop in
the office to make an appointment to meet. Your understanding is greatly appreciated.
Looking forward to have a great 2018-2019 school year!
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

SCHOOL
MESSENGER
At the start of each
school year, information
from student registration
forms is input into the
student information database.
SchoolMessenger, the
system the district uses
to send out phone notification to parents, receives updated information from this database once each day.
It is very important that
parents keep their contact information current.
Be sure to let your
school office know if you
have a new address,
email or phone number.
The parent or guardian
marked as the primary
contact in the student
information system will
receive automated communication.
Messages will also be
sent to the student’s
home phone number
contained in the database, if different from the
primary contact phone
number.
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September 10………...Kinder Transition, last name A—L
September 11………...Kinder Transition, last name M—Z
September 12………...First day for all kindergarteners
September 12………...PTC meeting, 6—7:30pm
September 28………...Jog-A-Thon
October 10……………..Picture Day

Cummings PTC meetings are held every 2nd Wednesday of the
Month at 7:30 pm

SYNERGY PARENT VUE
Synergy ParentVUE is a tool to help families stay informed about their student’s progress. This tool can be used to access your student’s grades,
attendance information, and also to communicate with teachers. Students
will have access to the same information using Synergy StudentVUE.

HOW DO I GET MY PARENT VUE LOGIN INFORMATION?
Please contact your child's school.
CAN I USE THE SAME LOGIN FOR ALL MY KIDS AT SALEM-KEIZER?
Yes. Your ParentVUE login gives you access to information on all your kids
enrolled at Salem-Keizer Public Schools. If you are not seeing one or more
kid with your login, it can be an indication of a duplicate record for you in
the system. Please contact your student's school (the student you are unable to see in ParentVUE) to fix this issue.
HOW DO I LOGIN TO THE PARENT VUE/STUDENT VUE MOBILE APP?
To login to the free ParentVUE/StudentVUE mobile app, download the
ParentVUE application if you a parent or the StudentVUE application if you
are a student. When prompted to enter the district URL, enter https://sisportal.salkeiz.k12.or.us. Then login with your username and password.

SCHOOL BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Salem-Keizer Public Schools provides healthy, nutritious meals to our students. The cost for full price meals is as follows:
Breakfast $1.15
Lunch $2.50
Milk $0.40
Your child may qualify for free or reduced
price meals if:
1. Your household receives Food Stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), or benefits from the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR), OR;
2. Your household income is at or below the amount on the Income Chart.
HOW TO APPLY IN PERSON OR BY MAIL FOR FREE OR REDUCED PRICE
MEALS
Download and fill out an application and return it to your school or send to:
FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICES
3625 FAIRVIEW INDUSTRIAL DR. SE
SALEM OR, 97302
503-399-3091
HOW TO APPLY ONLINE
GO TO THE OREGON DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WEBSITE. APPLICATIONS
ARE ALSO AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING THE DISTRICT'S FREE AND REDUCED
LUNCH PROGRAM AT 503-399-3169.

SCHOOL SAFETY
All visitors must enter the school building through the office doors. For
the safety of our students you must sign in and wear a visitor’s badge.
The entry near the gym doors will open for breakfast at 8:55. Do not drop
your students off any earlier than that. We simply do not have supervision
available before this time.

Volunteers and community partners play
an important role in
Salem-Keizer Public
Schools. Each day in
every school, volunteers support and encourage staff and students, take an active
role in helping every
student achieve.
Through their contributions of time, energy,
inspiration and expertise, volunteers often
report they receive
more than they give.

Anyone may apply to
become a volunteer.
Before taking part in a
volunteer activity, applicants must complete
a criminal history
check.

Please visit
www.salemkeizer.org
and click on the volunteering link at the top
of the page to learn
more.

9:10 First Bell—students are allowed to enter their class.
9:25 Tardy Bell—all students who arrive after this, will need to check in at
the office.

3

Bond Construction to Expand Schools, Boundary
Adjustment Process Needed to Utilize Spaces
After the successful passage of the $619.7 million bond measure, SalemKeizer Public Schools (SKPS) has begun planning for construction. In 2019,
Gubser Elementary, Waldo Middle, Judson Middle, McNary High and North
High will begin receiving significant capital construction. In order to utilize
increased capacity and ensure the safe progression of construction, the Salem-Keizer Board of Directors reviewed the boundary change process at its
July 24 meeting.
The boundary change process is estimated to take about eight months. The
process will include public input sessions between September and December to collect parent and community feedback. It will also include a Boundary Review Task Force that will vet an initial staff recommendation and prepare a report and recommendation to the School Board.
Boundary adjustments may be needed across every high school feeder system; however, comparatively small changes are predicted within the West
Salem and McNary feeder systems. For example, changes to balance enrollments in some elementary and/or middle schools within the McNary and
West Salem school progressions may be needed, but changes to those high
school boundaries are not expected.
The boundary adjustments also incorporate the construction of special education spaces at each of the district’s six traditional high schools.
For more information about the boundary change process, please visit
salemkeizer.org/boundary-adjustments

