Cummings
ELEMENTARY

FEBRUARY 2019

MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL ROMERO
I can’t believe we are half way through the school year! It feels

Parent Handbook

like things are just starting to wind up. Some things on the hori-

English

zon are testing, family nights and a school carnival. Join us at
the next PTC meeting on February 13 at 6:00 for more infor-

Spanish
Russian

mation on any of these events. If you would like to volunteer,
please reach out to your classroom teacher.
Thank you to those who came out to the Safety Town Hall
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Meeting. This month’s newsletter is focusing on safety at

613 CUMMINGS LN N

school. There is a lot of information to share on how we are
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working to keep kids safe. If you have any questions, please feel

503-399-3141

free to reach out. I would be happy to meet with you.
I am grateful to be at Cummings and I adore each and every one

OFFICE HOURS

of our amazing students. Most of the time kids are so happy in

8:00AM—4:30PM

the moment and model joy for us grown ups. They have great
imaginations and are the most honest people we will ever

SCHOOL HOURS

meet. Kids are also very adaptable and accepting people! One

9:25AM —3:40PM

moment they are frustrated and the next moment they are lift-

SCHOOL WEBSITE:

ing each other up. There is so much to learn from them!

Cummings.salemkeizer.net

Feb 13—PTC 6:00 (Carnival Planning)

SCHOOL
MESSENGER

Feb 20—5th Grade Music Program, 6:30 pm
Feb 28—Family Lit Night 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm,
Dinner at 5:00 pm
Mar 3—Dr Seuss Day

At the start of each
school year, information
from student registration
forms is input into the
student information database.
SchoolMessenger, the
system the district uses
to send out phone notification to parents, receives updated information from this database once each day.
It is very important that
parents keep their contact information current.
Be sure to let your
school office know if you
have a new address,
email or phone number.
The parent or guardian
marked as the primary
contact in the student
information system will
receive automated communication.
Messages will also be
sent to the student’s
home phone number
contained in the database, if different from the
primary contact phone
number.
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Mar 8—Grading Day—No School
Mar 20—Evening Conferences
Mar 21—Conferences – No School
Mar 22 to 29—Spring Break

Recess Supervision
If you ask kids, “what do you like most about school? Chances are they will answer,
“recess!” Recess is a fundamental part of the elementary school curriculum because it
allows children to grow physically, emotionally, socially, and intellectually. During recess there may be natural periods of tension or conflict. As long as these periods do not
last too long, and as long as children do not consistently carry that conflict into the next
class after recess, things are usually OK.
At Cummings we are taking proactive steps to make recess safe and enjoyable for all.
The following are some of the things we are doing to ensure safety:



Playworks—structured play
Ample and active adult supervision (see zones below)




Recess supervisors wear safety vests for students to quickly find help
New games/activities are changed to engage students in play



Walkie talkies are used to communicate among recess supervisors and office staff

When students are hurt or have conflict, the staff on duty assess the situation. If possible, they will address it outside. If not, they will call the office for support. If an injury,
the office will call the nurse help line, contact parents and document the incident. When
students need correction for behaviors, the principal begins an investigation and considers those involved, the intensity of the behavior, duration, and frequency. Discipline is
applied based on district policy. Parents will be contacted before the days end. Please
know that sometimes investigations lead into the following day. For more information,
please see pages 16-18 in the parent handbook on disciplinary actions and the progressive discipline policy. This is posted on our school website.

Positive Behavior Interventions and Support
PBIS is systems approach to support staff and students with a broad range of strategies to support
students. The goal is to establish a positive, predictable, and preventative school climate that allow
schools to achieve important social and learning outcomes while preventing problem behavior with
all students. PBIS:





Is a framework and not a scripted curriculum
 Systems are created based on your school’s culture and values
Relies on evidence-based practices and data-based decision-making
 Use interventions that have the research to validate effectiveness
 Data collected helps inform what systems and school cultural aspects need to be addressed
Is about building relationships with our students, families and colleagues

PBIS is a multi-tiered framework for matching instruction and support to student needs. Tier 1 focuses on establishing a school-wide foundation that will support the social success of about 80% of students. Tier 2 increases this support for about 10-15% of students who benefit from additional instruction, support and feedback. Finally, Tier 3 provides intensive and individualized support to the 1-5%
of students whose needs require comprehensive strategies to increase their ability to succeed.
Tier 1 School-wide Foundations focused on prevention
 Tier 2 Group-based Interventions focused supporting
at-risk students to prevent future behavior concerns
 Tier 3 Individualized Interventions focused on reducing the intensity and impact of student behavioral
needs


PBIS implementation is associated with:









Reduction in problem behavior
Increased academic performance
Increased attendance
Improved perception of safety
Improved organizational efficiency
Reduction in staff turnover
Increased perception of teacher efficacy
Reduction in disparities in the discipline system (i.e., equity concerns)

Research nationally has shown that implementation may take up to 5 years. However, that does not
mean you won’t see an impact within the first year.
For further information:
https://www.pbisrewards.com/blog/what-is-pbis/

https://www.pbis.org/
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THREAT ASSESSMENT SYSTEM
The Salem-Keizer Student Threat Assessment System is a multidisciplinary, multi-agency process designed to assess threats of violence and organize resources to safely manage those situations. Threat
assessment is a process used to prevent targeted, or premeditated,
aggression and is widely recognized as the best means of preventing
violence in our communities. A student threat assessment may be initiated when a student engages in behavior such as making a threat to
harm or kill others, bringing a weapon to school with the intent to harm
others, or engaging in aggression or behavior that causes harm or fear
to others.
When a threatening situation occurs, the trained school team
consisting of a school administrator, school counselor, and school resource officer, as well as others who may have knowledge of the situation, gather information about the concerns and meet to analyze the
situation for risk factors that increase the potential for aggression. The
team identifies people who have been threatened, notifies parents of
threatened students about the threat that was made, and develops
safety planning strategies to keep those individuals safe. Next, the
identified risk factors are reduced through the development of a management plan that addresses each risk factor through increased supervision and monitoring, increasing supportive factors in the student’s
life, and implementing interventions to decrease the concerns. Examples of strategies that may be used include increasing supervision
throughout the school day, frequent check-in with school staff, checks
of belongings, referral to school- or district-based supportive services,
and referral to community resources, such as mental health services or
juvenile services. If further assessment is needed, the case is referred
to a community-based multi-agency team to complete further assessment and consult on community resources. That team, known as the
Mid-Valley Student Threat Assessment Team, consists of key staff from
Salem-Keizer Public Schools, Willamette ESD, Salem Police Department, Keizer Police Department, Marion County Sheriff’s Office, Marion
and Polk County Mental Health, Marion and Polk County Juvenile Department, Marion County District Attorney’s Office, Oregon Youth Authority, and Chemeketa Community College.
If you have concerns for extreme aggression involving a student,
please contact your school administrator, school resource officer, or
your local law enforcement agency.
.

Salem-Keizer Public
Schools is committed to
providing an environment where students
can study, participate in
school-sponsored activities and work that is
free of hazing, harassment, intimidation, discrimination, bullying,
and menacing.
For information on how
Cummings is teaching
students to identify and
stand up to bullying,
reach out to your student’s classroom teacher or call the school office to speak to the
school counselor or
principal.
You can help by reporting. Please visit:
https://
www.safeoregon.com/
Call or text
844-472-3367
Email:
tip@safeoregon.com
For more information
visit:
http://
www.stopbullying.gov/
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TESTING TIPS FOR PARENTS
1. Prioritize attendance and homework.
2. Communicate with your child's teacher. Know what and when they are
testing.
3. Talk to your child about test taking.
4. Offer positive reinforcement.
5. Support healthy habits.
6. Give your child a study space.
7. Keep testing in perspective. Avoid putting too much emphasis on your
child’s test scores—doing so can make your child feel pressure that will
ultimately only affect his or her performance negatively
8. Debrief after the test

February 20 is Exclusion Day
Questions regarding what immunization(s) is/are needed can be answered by the school office.
Questions about available resources to receive immunizations can be directed to the Nurse Help
Line at 503-399-3376

FOLLOW
CUMMINGS
ELEMENTARY
ON FACEBOOK

WINTER WEATHER
In the event of bad weather, district officials will make the decision by 5:15
a.m. that day to close all or selected schools or to delay the start of school.

If schools are closed or start times delayed, all students and staff will get a recorded message to the phone number on record with the district. This message
will tell you about school cancellation, delay to start times or district closure.
Calls begin going out at 6 a.m. Make sure your contact information is up to
date. Families who need to update their phone number should contact their
school.
You can also visit our website at www.salemkeizer.org and click on the Emergency Closures & Delays tab at the top of the page. In addition, a message will
be posted on the district's Facebook and Twitter accounts as soon as a decision
to cancel school, delay school, or close the district is made.

In the event that inclement weather is predicted, but
there is no change to school schedules, that confirmation will be posted on social media channels; however,
an automated phone call likely will not be used.
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KINDER REGISTRATION
OPENS ON MARCH 5
Students must be five years old on or before
September 10
Register at your neighborhood school
What you need to bring with you:
Birth certificate (proof of age)
Proof of residence (utility bill, lease agreement)
Immunization records

BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT PROPOSAL
After receiving feedback from thousands in the community, the School Board is scheduled to vote on a boundary
adjustment proposal at its February 12 meeting. If approved, new boundaries for many schools in Salem and
Keizer will go into effect in the fall. Parents of students assigned to a new school will receive a letter from the district as soon as possible following action by the School Board. The letter will describe the new school assignment
and will include information about the continuity exemption and deadline to apply. Information about the boundary
adjustment proposal can be found on the district website at https://salkeiz.k12.or.us/boundary-adjustments/.

